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Several construction crews from Elkview Builders begin renovations.  The 
entire building is slated to be gutted out and rebuilt to accommodate the 

newspaper offices of The Doddridge Independent.  

Sherwood Plant No. 2 
now under construction 

MarkWest Energy Partners in cooperation with Antero 
Resources have built our first Natural Gas Separator Plant, 
right here in Doddridge County. Now the second plant is 
under construction.  “Rich” gas is pulled from well sites 
from the surrounding area to feed this plant.  Doddridge 
County sets right on top of the richest Marcellus Natural 
Gas fields ever discovered.  The Marcellus Reserve is 
the second biggest gas field in the world after one in the 
Middle East, Antero Chairman and CEO Paul Rady said, 
and the liquids-rich section around northern West Virginia 
is “the best part.”  Our geographic location and the surface 
contour here at Sherwood makes for the perfect site to 
build one of these plants. 
Denny Powell’s farm right off Swisher Road has been 
the center of activity as well as controversy.  This facility 
is in the process of making some residents of Doddridge 
County very wealthy.  This ribbon cutting ceremony, 
already postponed due to weather, has been years in the 
making.  Moving about 120+ million cubic feet of natural 
gas per day, Sherwood is ready to increase that capacity 

to 200 MCF/Day.  MarkWest CEO Frank Semple stated 
“We’re very proud to announce that we’re also building 
a third Sherwood Plant as we speak.”  “We’re already 
running a lot of gas through the first plant — that’s a 
very good thing!”  With Phases II and III on line, that 
number will reach or exceed 600 MCF/Day.  The WVDEP 
Engineering and Evaluation / Fact Sheet can be found 
on line at: http://www.dep.wv.gov/daq/Documents/
July%202012/Eval%202914.pdf
MarkWest, headquartered in Denver, Colorado, is a 
midstream gas processing company, stripping raw rich 
gas into five components: ethane, propane, normal butane, 
isobutane and natural gasoline.  These components, once 
separated and isolated, increase the value of the natural 
gas as they come to market.  These NG derivatives can 
fulfill the needs of the petrochemical and plastics industry, 
as well as create and environment of energy independence 
from foreign oil.  These fractionated components can help 
American become energy independent in our lifetime.
The ethane and methane are mixed for maximum BTU 
Value and routed directly into pipelines and distributed 
as natural gas.  Houston, Pennsylvania facility operates 
the fractionation plant that separates the heavy liquids 
removed at the Sherwood site.  Engineering Director Scott 
Lewis indicated that these liquids are currently being 
trucked to the Houston facility until the new pipeline 
comes into service in the spring of 2013.  That will 
reduce and relieve truck traffic along Route 50 and I-79.  
Residents will be pleased to learn the announcement was 
made at the ribbon cutting, the approval for a clean water 
pipeline from the Ohio River basin eastward, drastically 
reducing water truck traffic to well sites.

Story Continued Page 3

Welcome to The Doddridge Independent

Quick Look

Friday, March 1
• Lions Club Pancake Feed

Tuesday, March 5
• 9am Co. Commissioners 
Meeting @ Courthouse

Thursday, March 7
• School Board Meeting @ 
7pm - Board Office

Friday, March 8
• Bulldog Baseball 
Scrimmage @ Lincoln

Sunday, March 10
• Daylight Savings time 
(move clock ahead 1 hour)

Wednesday, March 13
• PTO Meeting @  
DCES - 5:30 pm

Thursday, March 14
• 3rd - Nine Week Grading 
Period Ends

Friday, March 15
• Pre-School registration @ 
Smithburg Center

Tuesday, March 19
• Season Opener - Bulldog 
Track Meet @ Home

Wednesday, March 20
• Lady Bulldog Softball @ 
Williamstown

Wednesday, March 20
• First Day of SPRING!

Friday, March 22 
• Pre-school Registration @ 
Smithburg Center

MCAC Rehearsals 
• Wednesdays/Thursdays & 
Saturdays

Early on Monday, January 7, plaster board, 
old ceiling tiles, carpeting, wood trim, 
and general construction debris started 
making its way out of the old Empire 
Gas & Oil Building.  Elkview Builders of 
Clarksburg, WV was awarded the contract 
for renovating and updating the pre-Civil 
War Era building located just below the 
Doddridge County Courthouse in the 
historic area of West Union.  
Mr. Clarence Sigley requested the 
renovations to make way for the new 
newspaper in Doddridge County. 
Speaking about the building’s history 
Sigley explained, “This building has been 
everything from a judge’s chamber, a law 
office, the magistrate’s office, paint store, 
filling station, barber shop and who knows 
what else?  At one point this building 
served as the county courthouse when the 
old courthouse was ruined by fire.  As far 
as I know, only one trial was held here.”   
The last occupant was the Empire Oil & 
Gas Company.  Since then the building has 
been empty for several years.
Michael Zorn, the owner/Editor in Chief 
of The Doddridge Independent, spoke 
about Sigley’s contribution, “Mr. Sigley 

has graciously offered the building as the 
office for our newspaper, The Doddridge 
Independent.  We hope that being in 
the shadow of the courthouse we will 
become a hub of news and information 
for the county.  We hope that everyone 
will see us as Doddridge County’s biggest 
cheerleader!”  He continued, “We see an 
opportunity to inform the public on issues, 
help grow business in our county and 
hopefully help keep jobs growing in our 
area for generations to come.”
The beautiful building style boasts a cut 
stone foundation with walls over three 
feet thick in some areas.  The building 
has a rich history that will be explored in 
later articles. We look forward to getting 
into the building and getting to work for 
West Union and the county.  There will be 
ongoing work on the second floor even 
after the newspaper has occupied the 
ground floor.   Elkview Builders is doing a 
fine job with the renovations.  
If you’re in town, feel free to stop by and 
say hello!  We look forward to serving the 
community as well as all of the businesses 
and organizations in Doddridge County.

A Winter Backyard Visitor

A Red Bellied Woodpecker sneaks a kernel from a feeder.  Red cap, white cheeks, and a 
zebra-striped back distinguish this woodpecker.  Photo credit: Melissa Duffelmeyer

Logger Killed in 
Doddridge
Doddridge County Sheriff’s 
deputies said 45-year-old 
Steven Knotts was killed 
when a log crushed him 
around 3 p.m. Monday. 
Mr. Knotts was cutting 
down trees for a right-of-
way about 2 miles off of 
Punpkin Center Road tried 
running from the falling 
tree when the accident 
happened.  According to 
reports, he was cutting 
down one tree, when it 
hit another one that had 
already been cut down.  
The second tree had not yet 
fallen but was suspended 
on an angle. That tree then 
fell on top of the man.
Mr. Knotts, who is from 
Shock, West Virginia, was 
working for Pete Gould and 
Sons Inc.
 Four other people were 
working in the area. They 
were not hurt.

MarkWest Liberty Plant

MarkWest Sherwood Plant
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Rebuttal

Change is here...
Our community is changing.  Rich gas fields are being 
developed on an industrial scale in our neighborhoods.  
There are many positive aspects of this development.  We 
can reduce our reliance on foreign oil, become energy 
self-sufficient, and take advantage of all the economic de-
velopment this boom will provide.  This change is going 
to affect our way of life.  How we approach this change 
will determine what our community will become.  We 
can choose to ignore change, oppose change, or we can 
work with change to have some control over our future.

I am sure anyone who has traveled Route 18 South can 
agree that we have serious infrastructure problems.  The 
road is completely destroyed with only a handful of 
these new Marcellus wells being installed.  It is as clear as 
day our infrastructure is insufficient to handle the level 
of development that has been approved.  It’s time for a 
pause to look at the problems and to come up with some 
possible improvements to both our community and the 
companies installing these wells.

Our roads are not designed to handle this level of indus-
try.  This is a safety hazard to our community and needs 
to be addressed before someone is killed or our roads 
are pounded into oblivion.  Major questions need to be 
answered:  What are the actual weights and volumes of 
the truck traffic our roads can handle?  What is the best 
way to fix or improve our roads?  How can we equitably 
pay for these improvements?

Is there a way forward to reduce truck traffic?  One thing 
I notice is that most of the traffic is convoys of water 
trucks.  If we could get them off the highway it would 
cut down on the traffic.  What if you developed a water 
system regulating water withdrawals from specific sites?  
Also ,could we encourage the well companies to develop 
in-ground water lines along major roads that could later 
be turned into a water system for us?  Would this reduce 
truck traffic and establish a functioning water system for 
our community?  I am sure there are many more oppor-
tunities out there, if we take the time to explore them.

The roads are not the only problem we need to address.  
These well sites and support facilities are not the tra-
ditional wells and pipelines we are used to.  These are 
clearly industrial facilities on an industrial scale and 
must be treated as such.  That any of these facilities can 
be located adjacent to a residence is a huge red flag.  How 
can such a facility, temporary or permanent, be located 
in such a way?  This is a huge ethical lapse by both the 
company and the regulatory agencies—they knew what 
this facility would mean to the families located nearby, 
and yet they proceeded.  Would they want to live next to 
it?  If this is legal, we have a huge problem in our com-
munity that we need to address. 

If the state regulations are not protecting our people, 
we might need to establish some local development 
standards.  Some ideas might be buffers and setbacks to 
protect residences, noise reduction, light pollution con-
trols, and traffic restrictions.  We could explore how other 
communities have handled this kind of development 
and learn from them.  You can probably come up with 
more ideas that might help us retain some of our way of 
life.  One thing is certain—we cannot handle this level of 
development the way things are.

Change is here and happening. How we react to it will 
determine what our community’s future will be.  Let’s 
make it change we can live with.

Jon Michaux 
Rt. 1 Box 418, Salem WV 26426

Editorial

Letters to the Editor
The Doddridge Independent, LLC
Newspaper & Website
200 East Main Street • West Union WV 26456
304-666-1030

The Doddridge Independent ( ) is published weekly 
52 times per year by The Doddridge Independent, 
LLC from 200 East Main Street, West Union WV 26456. 
Local distribution via newsstand price is $ 0.75 USD. 
Subscriptions for In Zip Code 26456 are $39 annually plus 
tax.  Out of town and out of state may be obtained for $49 
per year plus tax. Periodicals postage pending at West 
Union WV Post Office.
POSTMASTER: Send address changes to The Doddridge 
Independent at 200 East Main St., West Union WV  26456.

The Doddridge Independent is your newspaper.  Our 
goal is to inform the public.  Our website is www.
thedoddridgeindependent.com.  We are NOT associated 
with any other newspaper, website or blogsite.  This 
publication was started to help the people, schools, clubs, 
organizations & businesses of Doddridge County convey 
important information to the citizens of Doddridge 
County.  Our sole purpose is to inform and educate the 
readers and contributors to help make Doddridge County 
a better place for everyone to live and work.

Our Publishing Guidelines:
We strive to present each side of an issue so the reader 
can make up their own mind.  We look forward to 
your ideas and suggestions that will help make The 
Doddridge Independent a valuable source of information for 
everything going on in the county.

Editorials and Letters to the Editor
Everyone has an opinion, we want to hear them.  
However, your letters to the editor must be clear, concise 
and to the point.  Nothing defamatory or slanderous will 
be published.  Only editorials and Letters to the Editor 
that contain a confirmed name, address/e-mail and phone 
number will be published or read for that matter.  We 
will only publish names with the articles and no other 
information, unless requested.  Nothing anonymous or 
fictitious will be considered.  Please keep in mind this is 
a Family-Friendly publication when writing your letters.  
Please keep your letters and comment for publishing to 
under 500 words.  Remember, the story of creation was 
told in under 500 words.  If your story is more important, 
we may let it run over a bit.  We retain full editorial 
discretion to print any contribution to our publication.

Advertising & Rates:
We offer Advertising space as well as top-notch digital 
advertising design for your marketing dollars.  We strive 
to make you stand out in a crowd.  We can also help you 
with brochures, menus and other printed materials for a 
reasonable cost.  We are here to help you look your very 
best!  Space Rates are $3 per column inch of Black & White 
space.  $4 per column inch for Color space.

Supplied Materials
We are digital and computer aided.  We can accept the 
following file formats: Microsoft Word, Pages, Rich Text, 
Simple Text, e-mail text as well as clearly typed hard copy 
papers for scanning.  Hand written text is not accepted if 
it is not clearly written.

Photography and Prints
We accept good quality photos in color or black and white.  
Old, vintage or antique photos should be labeled as such 
and hand delivered if possible.  We will scan the photo 
and return it while you wait.  Old pictures are a treasure 
and should be treated as such.  E-mail photo attachments 
are preferred.  Do not use web images and do not place 
photos into a Word document.

Swap Meet and Classified Ads
All listing will be paid in advance.
Swap Meet ads are $2 and up to 35 words, after that 
it’s 10 cents a word.  Swap Meet ads will show no cash 
transactions, only item for item or item for time permitted 
in this listing.  

Classified Ads (25 words) are $4 for the first week, $3 
each additional week there after.  Over 25 words: 15 cents 
per word additional first week, 10 cents per word each 
additional week.

Events receive a free listing when space permits.

Church Directory will be updated as you notify us.  If 
your place of worship is not listed, please let us know so 
we can add it for a more complete directory.

We hope you find this first issue of The Doddridge 
Independent both enlightening and entertaining.  We look 
forward to your feedback and suggestions for future 
articles.  We had too many articles to place in this first 
publication, but in future issues we would like to expand 
to accommodate these contributions.  If your article did 
not make it, my apologies.  We’ll try again next time!

Ups ‘n Downs

Thumbs Up! 
The Doddridge County Economic 
Authority, under the leadership of 
Herk Conner, has been active in 

moving the county forward as well as closer together.  
Meetings with Marcellus Gas Producers and Civic 
Leaders have started to lay out a plan and vision for 
getting Doddridge County and West Union back on 
the map!  Keep up the good work!  

Thumbs Down! 
Rumors and hearsay, insinuations and 
name calling have no place in local 
politics and civic meetings.  Check 

them at the door.  If you want to make a point or ask a 
question, there is no need to pepper the conversation 
with accusations.  “Judge not, lest ye be judged.”

Mixed Thumbs! 
Finally!  911 Mapping  
and addressing are set 
up in our county!  This 

is a fantastic thing for our community and our first 
responders.  This, allows them to find residents and 
locations with more speed and accuracy.

Down side: Spending hours collecting all the proper 
ID, papers, birth certificates, marriage licenses then 
spending hours at the DMV changing your families 
licenses and vehicle titles.  I feel bad for the DMV 
workers...

Rebuttal; Letter to the editor:
The Horizontal Well Control Act, passed the WV 
Legislature December 2011, mandated that before an oil 
and natural gas producer could get a permit to drill a well 
there had to be in place a Road Use Agreement with the 
WV DOH to maintain and repair the roads designated 
for use by the industry.  The aforementioned agreement 
was to insure that “county roads” not designed for traffic 
customarily used by the oil and natural gas would be 
maintained and returned to a conditioned acceptable to 
DOH Standards.  
The procedure forwarded by the DOH was to film the 
condition of the road that was allowable for the oil and 
natural gas industry to operate on before operations 
commenced. The DOH would prepare a road use plan and 
any repair necessary would be the responsibility of the 
users prior to and during operations on said road.  Also, 
any limited operation hours, for safety purposes would 
be adhered to by the industry, may include ceasing truck 
traffic during school bus operating hours, adhering to 
lower posted speed limits and moving large equipment 
only upon notification and approval of the local DOH 
officials familiar with the specific roads.  When operations 
are completed and the road is no longer used regularly 
by trucks, the industry is responsible to leave the road 
to a minimum standard as observed during the initial 
filming.  Any maintenance, widening or other construction 
done at the request of the DOH will be left in place and or 
removed as determined appropriate by the local county 
road supervisor.  
The agreement entered into between the State through 
the Department of Highways, the Department of 
Environmental Protection and the oil and natural 
gas industry was entered into, to maintain roads not 
commonly used by industry and in a manner that was 
considerate of all users of the road.  
Corky DeMarco
Executive Director
West Virginia Oil and Natural Gas Associastion

Subscription Form
Name:

Mailing Address:

City, State, ZIP

Daytime Contact Phone Number:

Evening Contact Phone Number:

E-mail:

Birthdays:

Name on Credit Card

Expiration Date:

Card Number:

Security Code:

Card Type:

Amount:

Subscription Prices
In Zip Code 26456:  
$39 annually + tax.   
Total Cost: 

$41.34
Out of town, out of state: 
$49 per year + tax.  
Total Cost:

$51.94
International and 
Overseas determined by 
Regular USPS charges.
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As this projects scope increases, there are plans in place to 
build cracker plants that will pull the ethane as the new 
markets for that component arise.  Phase I of Sherwood 
has been under construction for 
over eighteen months, employing 
around 200 local electricians, 
pipefitters, carpenters, welders and 
many other tradespeople.  
Frank Semple explained 
MarkWest’s presence in West 
Virginia and the region.  “The 
company has invested about $3 
billion since 2008 in Kentucky, 
Ohio, Pennsylvania and West 
Virginia,” he said “with about $1 
billion of that in West Virginia.”
In 2013, at the our West Virginia 
plants, located in Sherwood, 
Majorsville and Mobley, we plan 
to add six more processing plants 
like the one that is opening now at 
Sherwood, he said, and in Majorsville, it’s also building a 
38,000 barrel per day fractionation facility.
By the end of 2013, MarkWest will have more processing 
capacity in West Virginia than any other midstream 
company, Semple said.  “The positive economic impact is 

substantial and undeniable,” he said.  This is an economic 
impact we can see in various sectors of our local economy.  
Another large contributor to this growth is Antero 

Resources, also a Denver based firm.  
The company’s commitment and 
focus have moved to West Virginia 
over the past few years.  With plans 
to build a large multi-acre 50,000 
square foot corporate campus 
complex in Harrison County, Antero 
Resources is here for the long haul, 
creating permanent jobs and building 
a strong community presence.
“Antero is a proven and highly 
successful operator in unconventional 
resource plays and we are very 
pleased to support their growth in 
the Marcellus Shale,” said Frank 
Semple, Chairman, President and 
Chief Executive Officer of MarkWest. 
“The commencement of operations 

at our Sherwood complex underscores our ongoing 
commitment to lead the development of solutions in the 
liquids-rich areas of the Marcellus and Utica Shales.”
Antero has 40 full time employees in West Virginia and 
of the 3,500 contract employees, 70 percent live right here 

Construction of Sherwood Plant No. 2, continued

Museum Needs Repairs
Weather and the seasonal freeze and thaw cycles have left 
gaps and cracks that are leaking and compromising the 
structural integrity of the building itself. 
The entire second floor is left exactly the way it was when 
the last prisoner walked out.  The main floor of the jail has 
been turned into the Museum, housing everything from a 
complete list of Doddridge County Sheriffs to a pistol used 
in a crime and discarded in hopes that it was never to be 
found.    
The Museum 
houses what seems 
like thousands 
of local historical 
items from the 
18th through the 
20th Centuries.  
The basement 
holds several 
artifacts and lots 
of memorabilia 
from the both world wars and other conflicts.  Uniforms, 
handouts, posters and other pieces are scattered 
throughout the lower floor.  One could spend days looking 
at each piece and digesting the importance that it may 
have had on the families of Doddridge County.
The staff has tirelessly worked to preserve and showcase 
these gems from our past.  The funding has always been 
very tight and the budget almost nonexistent.  We need 
to remember our past and understand the rich history 
that has been shared by the donations of these families 
of Doddridge County.  The Doddridge County Historical 
Society has never asked for much, but now the desperately 
need our help.
The white portico entry has suffered damage from 
weather and time.  It has started to pull-away from 
the building because of water damage and freezing 
conditions.    
Sherri and Patricia Harris gave a heart felt appeal to the 
Doddridge County Commissioners at the meeting on 
Tuesday February 19th.  They are requesting funding for 
the repairs of the Museum.  Tax dollars should go to help 
this wonderful asset, that alone may not be enough.
Monetary donations can be sent to: Doddridge County 
Historical Society, P.O. Box 444, West Union, WV 26456.

Now Accepting Reservations for the Second 
Annual Mason-Dixon Ball

The Doddridge County Historical Society proudly announces the Second Annual Mason-Dixon Ball to be held 
Saturday, May 11, 2013.   Everyone is invited to join the fun on Saturday May 11, 2013 from 6:00 PM to 10:00PM.  Once 
again, the Ball will be held at one of Doddridge’s hidden treasures, the Banquet Room at Doddridge County Park on 
Snowbird Road off of Route 18.  (Latitude: 39.2722482; Longitude: -80.7312083)
Ballroom dancing will be provided by the renowned (and lively) Rich Mountain String Band – a West Virginia favorite! 
(See their website at  http://richmountainstringband.com/dance/default.html)   Festivities will also include a silent 
auction, educational exhibit of artifacts from the Civil War, carriage rides, and a Civil War Wall of Honor display.    Light 
refreshments will be served. 
The Ball is designed to honor those who served on both sides of the war from WV, while focusing on Doddridge 
County in particular.  This year is also the 150th anniversary of the State of West Virginia’s Statehood.  Civil War era 
dress is appreciated, but not required. Civil War Photos will grace the Honor Wall with the known history of each 
photo. Come enjoy a step back into the past with us. Feel the energy of one of the most studied times in our history.
In attendance, and in character, will be President Lincoln, Senator John Carlile (the first Senator of the Mountain State) 
and wife, Mary Ellen Carlile, Governor Pierpont(the first Governor of the Mountain State) and wife Julie Pierpont, 
AKA Gary and Millie Goetze and Art and Pam Dodd.  Many Union and Confederate soldiers and their wives will be in 
attendance thanks to the WVRA (WV Re-enactors Association).
"Amanda Sue's Photography" will be on hand for this event and there will be no charge for photographs obtained via 
e-mail or Facebook.
Advance reservation tickets are only $10.00.  Tickets will be $25.00 per couple or $15.00 each person at the door.  For 
tickets in advance (recommended), email:  doddridge_co.historical_society@yahoo.com or call 304 873-1540.
For the beautiful brochure with more information as well as photos from last year’s gala, see:  http://www.facebook.
com/doddridgecountyhistorical 

in the mountain state.  A proposal is underway to hold 
local Job Fairs at the Doddridge County High School later 
this year.  Look for job listings in upcoming issues of The 
Doddridge Independent.
Both MarkWest and Antero Resources have shown a 
commitment to maintain a good corporate neighbor 
relationship with the citizens of Doddridge County.  To 
keep this massive project on track, the work must proceed.  
Both companies are systematically reducing and rerouting 
truck traffic to minimize the impact to our citizens daily 
lives. Investing millions in fresh water and Natural Gas 
Liquids transmission pipelines will keep thousands of 
hours of truck traffic off our highways.  This won’t happen 
overnight, but with the 2013 Spring fresh water lines 
opening up, we should start to see a difference.
Gov. Earl Ray Tomblin spoke of the importance of the 
Marcellus Shale discovery and it’s importance to West 
Virginian’s and the impact it will have moving forward 
on the nation’s energy future.  The conversion of drilling 
rigs and fleets to run on natural gas will reduce the risk 
of any fuel oil spills and help reduce truck traffic along 
our highways.  The vision includes the creation of natural 
gas fueling stations for fleet vehicles and moving into 
the consumer market after.  Gov. Tomblim noted that his 
administration will be working closely with natural gas 
developers to create this network of low-cost refueling 
stations all around the state of West Virginia.

Doddridge County Historical Society

ProActive Services, LLC is excited to welcome 
The Doddridge Independent into the Doddridge County 
business community.  We wish you nothing but success 
and look forward to working with you.

Locally owned and operated, specializing in compressor operations and oil field services. Join us at the WVFX Employment 
Expo on March 7th from 10a-4p at 

the Meadowbrook Mall 

Visit us at www.proactiveserviceswv.com
Find us on Facebook: ProActive Services WV
Follow us on Twitter @ProActiveWV
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Doddridge High 
Students Selected 
for All State Spots  

John Kimble was selected as the first chair 
All State Orchestra percussionist for the State 
of West Virginia.  Only fifteen students from 
the state were selected to participate.   John 
has been selected to play timpani and will be 
going to Charleston February 28th through 
March 2nd to practice and perform in the All 
State Orchestra.  Doddridge County has not 
sent an All State Orchestra member in over 
ten years.   Doddridge County High School is 
very proud of his accomplishments and future 
endeavors in Music.  

Samantha McCullough and 
Dustin Jones were selected as 
two All State Choir members 
for the State of West Virgin-
ia.  Close to 300 High School 
students participate in the 
All State Choir.  They will be 
practicing and performing 
in Charleston February 28th 
through March 2nd.  The 
High School is very proud to 
be sending two students to represent Doddridge County to Charleston for such a high 
honor as All State Choir.   

Doddridge County Energy Express 
Seeks Summer AmeriCorps Members

Energy Express is an award-winning, eight-week, sum-
mer reading and nutrition program for children living in 
West Virginia’s rural and low-income communities.  This 
year’s site will be held at the Doddridge County High 
School.   The program is designed to provide learning 
opportunities and nutrition during the summer months, 
when children are most at risk for falling behind on read-
ing levels – a preventable loss known as the “summer 
slide.”

The program will take place in 80 sites across the state 
from June 13 to August 2.

Energy Express is a program under the leadership of WVU Extension Service’s 4-H 
Youth Development program. This AmeriCorps program is funded, in part, by grants 
from the West Virginia Department of Education and the Arts and Volunteer West Vir-
ginia. 

Two types of AmeriCorps positions are available in Doddridge County:  Mentors and 
Community Coordinators. 

 Mentors make learning fun for small groups of school-age children by creating a safe, 
enriching environment focused on reading, writing, art and drama.  In addition to the 
learning activities, mentors eat nutritious, family-style meals with children, make fami-
ly visits and complete a community service project.

Community Coordinators serve directly with volunteers.  Community Coordinators 
raise awareness and involve parents and the community with children’s learning. 
Community coordinators recruit, train, and supervise volunteers to read with children 
and engage in other activities at the site.

Each AmeriCorps position will receive a living allowance of $1,850 which is subject to 
all state and federal taxes and a Segal AmeriCorps Education Award in the form of a 
voucher for $1,175 (available October 2013) for their eight weeks of service during the 
summer.  

For more information about becoming a mentor or community coordinator with 
Energy Express, download the application at http://energyexpress.ext.wvu.edu or 
you may pick up an application at the Doddridge County Extension Office.  For more 
information regarding our site, call our office at 303-873-1801.  Deadline to apply is 
March 15. 

Full Service Pharmacy
Complete Line of Greeting Cards
Victorian Heart Rugs & Blankets
Sony Picture Station
Bella Taylor Purses
Russell Stover Candies

103 East Main Street  /  West Union, WV 26456

304-873-1010
Dan Rock, RPh.  •  Chris Mitchell, Pharm D.

MVB Awards Two DCHS Football Players 

Left to Right- Wyatt Ford, David Lipscomb

During the 2012 Football season MVB Bank recognized athletes from all over North 
Central WV as players of the week.  Doddridge County High School had two players 
receive this honor.  Sophmore Wyatt Ford and Junior David Lipscomb were both select-
ed as MVB-MVP athletes of the week for two different weeks of the season.  Wyatt was 
selected after his performance in the Bulldogs opening season win over South Harri-
son.  In that game Wyatt rushed for 133 yards and 2 td’s and he recorded 12 tackles.  
David was selected for his performance in the Bulldogs win over Valley Wetzel.  In that 
game Dave threw for 112 yards and a TD and he recorded 6 tackles and a sack. 

Wrestling making a comeback In 
DODDRIDGE COUNTY￼

The five Doddridge County boys pictured above are involved in youth wrestling this 
year.  They are members of the private club “Team Blackdog” out of  Harrisville WV 
(which  is  open  to kids from all areas).

In their first year the boys have experienced a lot of success and improved tremendous-
ly.  The picture above is from the Ravenswood “Fire in the Pit” Novice Tournament 
held on January 27, 2013.  This is just one of the many tournaments they have attended.   
Wrestling is a very challenging sport that requires hard work, dedication, determi-
nation, and mental toughness.  Youth wrestling ranges from ages 4 through middle 
school.  The age divisions are 4-U, 5-6, 7-8, 9-10, 11-12, and 13-15.  

Also, at each age division there is a wide range of weight classes.  Wrestling was a part 
of Doddridge County Athletics from the 1970’s until the late 1980’s, and now there is 
interest in starting wrestling back up.  There are a lot of youths in Doddridge that have 
the potential to be good wrestlers – they just need the opportunity.  

There will be more information in the months to come involving sign ups for those 
interested in wrestling next year.  

Pictured from L- R – Top Row – Riley Curran (1st 7-8 60lb), Reese Burnside,(1st 9-10 
65lb) Dylan Knight(1st 9-10 80lb)    Bottom Row – Adam Burnside (2nd 7-8 65lb), 

Tytan Parsons (1st 4-U 45lb)

Subscribe Monday, March 4
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Entertainment & The Arts

Mountaineer Creative Arts 
Council Selects Spring Play 

From the producers of “The Wizard of Oz”, “Alice in Wonderland”, and “Beauty and the Beast”, the Mountaineer 
Creative Arts Council is proud to announce “Disney’s Aladdin Jr.” as this year’s production.  

The Mountaineer Creative Arts Council (MCAC), was formed in 2009 by a group of parents and community mem-
bers with the purpose of involving and exposing Doddridge County youth to the theatrical arts. They have had won-
derful success and support throughout their previous productions, however the upcoming play is supposed to have 
something a little different in store. We spoke to Matt Alexander, a founding member of MCAC, on the matter. While 
he could not reveal the true nature of the mysterious plans, he did confirm that some “special effects” are anticipated 
to send the play and theatrical program to new heights.

For the second year, collegiate thespian James Wilson will be directing the production. The Doddridge County High 
Alumni is one of the original cast members as well as a founding member of MCAC. When asked why he returned to 
direct, James affirmed,  “Theater is my way of serving my community. I am very happy to be involved.” He is a stu-
dent at Fairmont State University studying Theater. Currently, MCAC plays only involve students, but one day James 
hopes the program can expand to involve adults. 

The classic story will be brought to life onstage April 12th, 13th, and 14th in the Doddridge County High School Au-
ditorium. Watch for more information on purchasing advanced reserve tickets in upcoming segments. With Wilson’s 
unyielding confidence, the planned special effects, and most importantly, the students’ excitement, this play is sure to 
shine. Make sure to catch this diamond in the rough!

Caleb Moore Receives 
Special Honor from 

Rep. McKinley 

At 2:15 Thursday, February 21st, the 2013 Graduating 
Class of Doddridge County High School was asked to 
assemble in the auditorium.  All day, no one revealed 
the purpose of the assembly to any of the seniors in 
attendance.  Dr. Kuhns addressed the anxious crowd by 
introducing Congressman David McKinley.  Traveling 
from Washington, D.C., the purpose of the congressman’s 
visit was revealed.  He was there to present a very special 
letter of acceptance to one student, Caleb Moore, son of 
Dwight and Tina Moore.  

Almost one year ago, Caleb began the arduous task 
of applying to the US Naval Academy.  Congressman 
McKinley noted that literally hundreds of applications 
have come across his desk, but few actually meet or 
exceed the criteria for official by the Academy.  “Caleb’s 
application was exactly what the Naval Academy looks 
for in an applicant.”  Last year the Naval Academy re-
ceived 17,419 applications and only accepted 1,464.  That 
is about 8.5% of all applicants.  

The Mission Statement of the Naval Academy reads; “To 
develop Midshipmen morally, mentally and physically 
and to imbue them with the highest ideals of duty, honor 
and loyalty in order to graduate leaders who are dedicat-
ed to a career of naval service and have potential for fu-

ture development in mind 
and character to assume 
the highest responsibilities 
of command, citizenship 
and government.”

Mr. Moore noted that “Ca-
leb has worked so hard to 
get where he is.  He’s the 
type of person that takes 
full advantage of every op-
portunity afforded him.”  
“He is a hard worker and 
has the skill sets he needs 
to succeed.”  

Caleb’s work ethic is 
tremendous and he has shown this through his trans-
formation in distance running.  Since running in middle 
school, Caleb has pushed himself through bad weather, 
pain, injuries and other setbacks to to go from a less than 
average runner to become one of the West Virginia’s top 
ten finalists in the State Championships.

Mr. and Mrs. Moore noted that they have been fortunate 
and blessed to parent Caleb.  Mr. Moore stated that they 
are a very close family and he and Caleb enjoy spending 
time fly fishing as well as training together for races.  

“We will miss him sorely when he leaves for Annapolis, 
but we would not hold him back for anything.”  Mrs. 
Moore noted that “he has good roots, but we always 
knew there would come a time for each of our children to 
begin their own journey.  We trust that God will be with 
him on his journey.”

We all wish Caleb the best and a very hardy “Congratu-
lations” from all of his friends, team members, classmates 
and neighbors.

Actors run through the early 
stages of the play, scripts in 
hand.  James offers direction 
for this scene from the 
auditorium seats.

Doddridge County Park  
Sunday, March 3
12:00—3:00
Adult Dinner $7.00
Children (5-under) $5.00
Orders-to-go $7.00

All money raised will help the PTO provide 
educational and enjoyable activities and 
assemblies for our students.

COSI • Rainforest Animals • EarthDome

DCES PTO
Spaghetti Dinner
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WEST UNION BANK
offers

WITH A FIXED INTEREST RATE OF 4.00%
WITH AN APR OF 4.15%

Example: $75,000 at a monthly payment amount of $554.77 for 180 months
Total of payments $99,858.60

Special credit qualifications apply.
Special program is based on dollar allocation and/or market rate conditions.

Contact your nearest office for more details

1-800-891-2361

Weighing 7 Pounds 5 Ounces, Born on January 11, 2013 at 
United Hospital Center, Bridgeport WV to Luke and Kalyn 
Marple of New Milton, WV.
The mother’s maiden name is Kalyn Nicholson.  Lakyn’s 
maternal  grandparents are Mike and Janet Nicholson of New 
Milton, WV.  Her paternal grandparents are Rick and Arveta 
Marple of Buchannon, WV.  Lakyn’s great grandparents are 
Dale and Eleanor Nicholson of New Milton, WV and Izola 
Marple of Buchannon WV.  We wish the entire family the 
very best with little Lakyn!

Laykin Ryann MarpleArea Family Needs Y￼our Help
Shane Willis, his expecting fiancée, and their 3 children were displaced on 2/12/13 
after a fire that deemed the home a complete loss. 

The family was not insured 
for fire at the time of the 
incident.

Fire report number: 0130034

Fire fund account: 
West Union Bank 
P O Box 305 
West Union,  WV 26456

EIN: 46-2021920

All Contacts and inquiries 
should be directed to: 

Tammy Porter at 443-220-6514, Cindy Means at Anything’s Possible 304-873-3740.

Its a small home and we are in need of funds and or materials for rebuilding the home 
as well as volunteers.  We want to thank you in advance for your considerations. We are 
hopeful that as a community we can make this happen in their time of need.

Students Visit SIU

Back Row L to R:    Amber Swiger (Instructor) Jacob 
Godesky , Latoya Jones , Tabby Pratt.  Front Row L to 
R -  Ashley Hurst , Brooke Ash , Kristen Richards , and 

Brenda Davis (SIU Staff) 

On Monday  February 11,2013 the Doddridge Co. 
Opportunity Council visited  Salem International 
University. The students got to tour the college, and 
speak with professors about programs available. I would 
like to thank Salem International University for hosting 
us. 

Opportunity Council Inc/Doddridge Co. Board of 
Education ABE/GED Classes  Instructor  - Amber Swiger 

Monday 9-2 • Tuesday 9-2 • Wednesday 9-2 •Thursday 
5:30pm-8:30 pm • Friday  12-3 

For more information call – 304-873-3216  

The Doddridge County 
Ambulance Authority

Thank You, Doddridge County,
for supporting your Ambulance Authority

Doddridge County Ambulance Authority
Smithburg, WV  •  Randy Flinn, Director
“Responding to the Doddridge County Community”

In an emergency

Dial 911
For Transfers: 304-838-5718
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Puzzles, Sudoku & Comics

Real Estate Sales

Sponsored by:

The Law Office of
Matthew W. 

Alexander
For crossword hints  
visit our website at 

thedoddridgeindependent 
.com

For crossword hints  visit us at thedoddridgeindependent.com

A TRUE BEAUTY on a three quarter acre corner lot in Pennsboro. 
4 bedroom, 2 bath two story classic for today with generously sized 
rooms and an easy flow floor plan. GFA, porches, decks, insulated 
windows, lots of paved parking and 2 outbuildings.....................$89,000  

LIVE ON THE EDGE OF COUNTRY WITH COMMUTING 
CONVENIENCE! Over an acre yard and elbow room to spare with 
outbuildings and fenced back yard. 3 bedroom, 1 bath raised ranch, 
GFA, CAC, deck and porch. Full dry basement for expansion...$69,000  

239 Sunnyside Road /  West Union, WV 26456

304-873-2558
Matthew Aksila / Broker 304-669-5166

Dana Aksila / Associate Broker 304-669-5167
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Full line of sporting goods at discount prices
Steel Toe Boots • Muck • Rocky • Georgia

Gearing up for Spring: Muskie Baits & Turkey Calls

3 mi. West of West Union • Sunnyside Exit, 1 mi.

Stoney’s
Sporting Goods, LLC

304-873-2753
stoneyssportgoods@gmail.com

Employment Opportunities

An Original Cartoon... The Good Life®

1-888-665-5776
www.proactiveserviceswv.com

Pipeline Inspectors
We are hiring for immediate openings for full 
time and part-time pipeline inspectors. Candi-
dates must be available for all shifts. We will 
provide on-the-job training to the right individ-
uals.

Compressor Operator
We are hiring full time and on-call compressor 
operators in the Harrison, Doddridge, Ritchie 
County areas. Ideal candidates will have 
some industry experience and be available for 
all shifts. 

Part-Time Water Truck Driver
We are currently looking for part-time/on-call 
water truck drivers. This is a non-CDL posi-
tions, transporting short loads of freshwater in 
the Doddridge and Harrison County areas.

All applicants must have a clean driving re-
cord and be able to pass a pre-employment 
drug screening. 
If interested, please send resume to 
mlowther@proactiveserviceswv.com or apply 
in person at our Salem office.
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WEST UNION BANK
offers

With an interest rate of 3.25%
With an APR of 3.30%

FINANCING OR REFINANCING FOR NEW OR PREOWNED 
AUTOS/TRUCKS FOR MODEL YEARS 2008 AND NEWER
Special credit qualifications apply.  Special program is based on dollar 

allocation and/or market rate conditions.

Contact your nearest office for more details

1-800-891-2361

With all of the talk of sequestration and budgeting 
troubles in Washington, Congressman McKinley(R) is on 
his own personal quest to reduce the scope of tax dollars 
being spent by our government.  Fiscally conservative in 
nature, Rep. McKinley runs his office with a tight hand 
on the purse strings.  Each Congressman is given an 
Allowance Fund that they are to use strictly for running 
their office and hiring staff.  Rep. McKinley told us that “I 
don’t believe in spending money for the sake of spending 
money.  If we can run our office on a lower budget and be 
effective, we will do it and return any unused portion of 
that Congressional Allowance Fund back to the treasury.”   
Rep. McKinley noted that since in office he and his staff 
have been able to return about $250,000 back into the 
Treasury.  
Yet with all of the gloom and doom talk 
coming from our Federal Government, he 
still found time to meet with his constituents 
at the West End Cafe’ in downtown West 
Union.  That was the case last week when 
Rep. McKinley met with the Middle Island 
VFW Post Veterans.  The round table focused 
on  the important issues the Veterans face 
everyday.  The first topic focused on Post Traumatic Stress 
Syndrome (PTSD) in Veterans returning from active duty.
Rep. McKinley pointed out that there are currently five 
mental health facilities in West Virginia and all of them are 
carrying a back-log of patients.  The Pentagon is focusing 
on this issue to see what can be done to improve patient 
flow in all VA Facilities.  This is a known problem.
Perry Ferguson noted that the Gideon Society, known for 
placing bibles in hotels, hospitals and other facilities, has 
been turned away recently from the VA Hospital System.  
Many in the room expressed their concern that when 
soldiers need comfort the most there is no bible available 
for them.  “Brave men and women have fought and died 
to preserve the Freedom of Religion that we all take for 
granted.  And they come back to this?”.  When several 
Veterans inquired as to why this is happening, they were 
told that the presence of the Bible “offends some of the 
Doctors.”  Rep. McKinley said that he would look into this 
further when he returns to Washington.  
The second concern voiced by the Veterans centered 
around the growing National Debt.  Rep. McKinley 
noted that Liberal Democrats truly believe there is not a 
spending problem, they see this as a revenue problem.  
He whole-heartedly disagrees.  Congress must control 
spending as we head toward “One Trillion Dollars a year 
in interest on debt repayment.  That is not sustainable 
for any nation.”  “Soon forty percent of our revenue will 
be going to repay the National Debt.  That will directly 
effect all areas of government, not just the military and 
discretionary spending.”
Rex Zickefoose noted that we need to stop catering to 
special interest groups and foreign countries that are not 
our friends.
Many of the Veterans were upset that the sequestration 
take fifty percent of its cuts ($600 billion) from the military 
which only makes up 22% of the total federal Budget and 
the remaining $600 billion form the rest of the government.  
Few recall that the sequestration was President Obama’s 
answer to the failed “Super Committee” talks.  He thought 
that the idea of such stark cuts would cause Congress to act 
in a way that would avoid any thoughts of sequestration.  
What he didn’t figure was that Speaker John Boehner 
would hold to his beliefs that cuts must accompany 
increases in like.  The President stated he would veto any 
changes to the sequestration should Congress try.  Now 
we are at an impasse with the President trying to blame 

Congress and the Republicans for the sequestration he 
proposed.  
Over two-hundred thousand soldiers will be cut or 
furloughed, approximately fifty vessels will be called 
back into port and over 1.2 million private sector jobs 
will be lost due to the sequestration being implemented.  
The military is preparing for these drastic cuts starting on 
March 1st, 2013.
To combat the lack of Senate participation in the budget 
process, the House wants to hold back pay until the Senate 
can and does pass a budget.  It is their job to prepare and 
pass a budget each year.  They have not done so in over 
five years.

Other concerns raised by the Veterans 
included:  The assault on our Second 
Amendment, gun violence in movies not 
being addressed, putting our Troops in harms 
way when we get no reciprocation from these 
Nations.
Rep. McKinley took special note on the 
question presented by one Veteran... “Why 
do civilians get paid much more under 

contract from our military (Department of Defense), when 
there are trained professionals in our military that can do 
these same jobs, but get paid at military scale?”  “If there 
is so much money available that the private civilian can 
make $100,000 a year, the company that employs them 
makes a hefty profit, why isn’t this money going into our 
own military?”  The Congressman stated that this was 
an excellent point and he would approach the Armed 
Services Committee when he returns.
Attending with Rep. McKinley was one of his staff, Brooke 
Fletcher, Field Representative for the Congressman.  She 
told the assembled Veterans that if they have any further 
questions for the Congressman, simple call his office or 
e-mail him any time.
In attendance were: Perry Ferguson, Don Cumpston, Bob 
Currey, Rex Zickefoose, Rick Cross, Larry Marrs, Stephen 
Kelley, Ronald Shaver, Richard Stamm and George Lang.
The Doddridge Independent would like to thank each of our 
Veterans, retired or currently serving, for their inspiring 
service to our country.  God Bless you.

Congressman David McKinley Meets 
with Doddridge County Veterans

Middle Island VFW Post 3408 meets at the West End Cafe’ 
for a Round Table Discussion with the Congressman

Soon forty 
percent of our 

revenue will be 
going to repay 
the National 

Debt.

Doddridge Y￼outh Basketball 
League Enjoys Stunt Show

With the new Team Dialed truck and trailer all cleaned 
up and ready to go, they were off to West Union, WV 
for a Doddridge County Youth Basketball League 
presentation on Saturday February 16, 2013. Our BMX 
school assembly program will be on bike safety and anti-
bullying. Our BMX stunt show will started at 6:45pm 
with professional BMX athletes Keith Schmidt and Brian 
Cunningham along with announcer John Saxton.
The Dialed Action Sports Team is looking forward to 
relaying a positive message to the elementary school 
students about helmet and pad safety and even more so 
why bullying is bad and how to avoid a bully.   
The Doddridge County Basketball, Inc. is a non-profit 
organization made up of approximately 100 Doddridge 
County youth between the ages of 4 and 11.  The league 
was formed in 2007 to provide the FUNdamentals of 
Basketball to the youth of Doddridge County and to 
keep youth active during the winter months in hopes of 
improving the obesity rate in Doddridge County.


