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Commission donations abound… “a very good thing.”
Students present “thank you” to
commissioners for day at the fair

Student Presenters were 7th grader Emma Boring (l) and
8th grader Abbie Janzchek (r)

Pictured L to R: Commissioners Ronnie Travis, Greg Robinson and Ralph Sandora donating a check for $1,000 to the Citizen
Recognition Committee and received by Coach Cline Stansberry who joked he “taught all three of these young fella’s”

This week’s County Commission meeting was quite pleasant to say the
least. A full house was present as extra chairs and standing room only were
the order of the day.
The meeting kicked off at 9am with a silent prayer followed by the pledge of
allegiance and a call to order by Commission President Greg Robinson. Not
in attendance were Beth Kellar, Accounting Clerk and Beth Rogers, County
Clerk. Present were Commissioner Ralph Sandora, Commissioner Ronnie
Travis and Executive Assistant Randee Britton.
Robinson asked if the minutes were needing revised, both commissioners
agreed no revisions were needed. Robinson quickly moved to rearrange the
agenda to accommodate several middle school students that were excused
from class to make a presentation to the commission. Accompanying the
students were Jeff Harvey, Mrs. Robie, the new principal of the elementary
school, Gary Oldaker, Curriculum Instruction Director as well as mrs.
Conner representing the DCMS. Students presenting were 8th grader Abbie
Janzchek and 7th grader Emma Boring who presented the commissioners
with two posters made by students depicting their experiences at the “Day
at the Fair”, and idea presented to the Board of Education by commissioner
Sandora several years ago. The day at the fair allows students to study in a
real world environment by utilizing different stations set up at the fair, the
old school house, the livestock barn and other stations set up around the
fairgrounds.
This years theme was water, centering around the 1950 flood and what
water means to our planet. The students will be submitting essays on the
subject to be judged by the commissioners at a later date.
Some stations presented were a storyteller at the old log school, a tanner/
taxidermist, a fish station was set up under a pavilion showing native WV
fish and learned about snakes. It the barn area, students were allowed
to pet the livestock and learned about the amounts of water each breed
needs to survive and thrive. In the main building students learned about
waterworks and were shown a slide presentation about the 1950 flood.
Comparing then and now, students could relate to the high water and the
destructive power behind it.
Organizations like the Board of Education, FFA, 4-H extension, the
Historical Society, the county park, and many other organizations in the
county worked together to plan and carry out the program.
The school employees and students were dismissed to return to class.
Next the commissioners moved on to the presentations of donations.

2 men sentenced for
roles in multistate
drug operation
CLARKSBURG, W.Va. (AP) — Two men have
been sentenced for their roles in a multistate
drug trafficking operation.
Thirty-two-year-old Juwan Robert Woods of
Philadelphia, Pennsylvania, was sentenced to
seven years and seven months in prison. Twentyfive-year-old Terri Shuttlesworth of Fairmont
received a 10-month sentence.
Woods had pleaded guilty in April to aiding and
abetting the distribution of oxycodone without
1,000 feet of a playground in Monongalia County.
Shuttlesworth had pleaded guilty in February to
distributing oxycodone.

This was a first spurred on by commissioner Travis who suggested each
organization receive their check(s) directly from the commissioners. We
have all of the recipients shown with the donation amounts and checks
following this article.
Next Commissioner Robinson wanted to address the question left from
the previous commission meeting regarding the water treatment plant
proposed by Antero Resources on Gum Run Road near Greenwood. At the
previous meeting, Robinson said he would try to set up a public meeting
between Antero and the public to get some questions answered.
After speaking to a representative from Antero, Robinson question them as
to why the commission was not told about the pending facility. Their reply
was the announcement would have been premature as the agreements
were not signed at the time of the last commission meeting.
He announced that they are willing to have a Q&A session at the next
commission meeting. With the expectation of a larger crowd the meeting
will be held in the main courtroom.
To accommodate the larger crowd and to permit the working public to
attend the commissioner moved the meeting to 6pm. The commission
voted to hold the meeting at 6pm. It was passed 3-0.
Robinson opened the public comment period to the commissioners first if
they so desired. Commissioner Sandora said he had something he wanted
to address. He wanted to have the DCAA (Doddridge County Ambulance
Authority) hold an emergency meeting to address the mutual aid agreement
with the DCEMS (Doddridge County Emergency Medical Squad) as “this
has drug out long enough in my opinion, so I’m recommending... and I’ll
put it in the form of a motion that they have an emergency meeting and
make their decision.”
Robinson noted that they made the decision to table it until Cole (Crim) had
a chance to review it. He also noted that the agreement was written by the
DCEMS and the DCAA board of directors voted and tabled it until the their
director had a chance to rewrite or review it.
Commissioner Travis stepped in and requested that before they make a
motion, he wants to speak with one board member from each organization
and get some answers before he makes his decision.
Sandora retracted his motion.
Oddly enough, the first person to speak in public comment was Mrs. Tammy
Beamer, who just so happened to
Continued on Page A4

Both men were sentenced on Friday in U.S.
District Court in Clarksburg. They are among
21 people charged in a federal indictment in
November 2014.
U.S. Attorney William J. Ihlenfeld II said Monday
that the trafficking operation transported
heroin and oxycodone from Philadelphia to
Morgantown for redistribution and sale.

Hikers behaving badly:
Appalachian Trail
partying raises ire
ALANNA DURKIN, Associated Press
BAXTER STATE PARK, Maine (AP) —
When Jackson Spencer set out to tackle
the Appalachian Trail, he anticipated the

This Week’s Weather...
Summer is almost over, but summer-like weather is not going anywhere any
time soon. Not here in Doddridge county, north-central West Virginia, or the
Mountain State for that matter. ‘Warm’ and ‘humid’ remain the key words
in this forecast. However, with warmth and humidity come the chance for
showers and storms. There are some very subtle changes in the overall
weather pattern that will bring some dry days as we progress through the
holiday weekend. In the short term, Friday and Saturday, enough moisture
remains to bring spotty showers and storms. Many of these will be in the
mountains, many miles to our east, but one or two could form over our area.
Best time frame will be during the ‘heat of the day’. The afternoon and evening
hours, say 2pm to 8pm both days. While humidity remains at ground level
where we live Sunday and Labor Day, the air above us will be drying out. This
will have the effect of keeping showers and storms from forming. Hopefully
this will let you enjoy potential outdoor plans without any negative effects from
mother nature. Temperatures Sunday and Labor day will get well into the 80s,
perhaps approaching 90 in Doddridge thanks to plenty of sunshine. Sun and
clouds will co-exist peacefully Tuesday and Wednesday with rain unlikely.
However, the leading edge of cooler air moves through Thursday (a cold front)
leading to a few showers and storms.

solitude that only wilderness can bring —
not a rolling, monthslong frat party.
Shelters where he thought he could catch
a good night’s sleep while listening to the
sounds of nature were instead filled with
trash, graffiti and people who seemed
more interested in partying all night, said
Spencer, who finished the entire trail last
month in just 99 days.
“I wanted the solitude. I wanted to
experience nature,” he said. “I like to drink
and to have a good time, but I didn’t want
that to follow me there.”
Spencer, or “Mission” as he is known
to fellow thru-hikers, confronted what
officials say is an ugly side effect of the
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The students unfurled a signature banner that was almost
20’ long and presented it to the commission with the posters.

Former Ritchie County teacher
found not guilty of sexual abuse
The former Ritchie County High School teacher was found not guilty in a
sexual abuse trial last week.
David Peter Weekley was indicted by a grand jury on five counts in June,
including two counts of second degree sexual assault, two counts of sexual
abuse by a parent, guardian, custodian or person in a position of trust to a
child and one count of first degree sexual abuse.
Two under age male students accused Weekley of sexually abusing them on
school grounds.
Circuit Judge Timothy Sweeney
confirmed that Weekley was found not
guilty on Friday afternoon after a weeklong trial. He said the jury deliberated
for about an hour.
The court dismissed counts one and
three — second degree sexual assault
and first degree sexual abuse — with
prejudice, meaning the charges cannot
be filed again. The jury found Weekley
not guilty on the other counts.
Asked how he was doing Monday
afternoon, Weekley said, “I’m doing a lot
better to be honest with you.”
Weekley said he was suspended without
David Peter Weekley
pay 19 months ago.
“February 7 is when the allegations came out, and Friday was when I was
finally vindicated,” he said. “I’ll be honest with you. I’m still kind of in
a whirlwind about it. It took me 19 months to get into the position I’m in
emotionally. It’s not going to be something I’m going to recover from in a
weekend, nor are my family, friends or my son.”
Weekley stated he has “no interest whatsoever in going back to the Ritchie
County school system” but doesn’t know if he will return to education.
“However, I haven’t made a decision on whether I will ever feel comfortable
in my career as a teacher ever again, so I really don’t know the answer to that
question,” he said. “I’m sorry.”
Weekley said he wouldn’t speculate as to the boys’ reason for making the
claims.
Many citizens from Ritchie County were openly supportive of Weekley on
social media.
“My family and friends have been phenomenal,” he said. “A lot of people
have been very supportive — not everyone but for the most part, everyone’s
been pretty good to me.”
Weekley’s lawyer, Judith McCullough, also said she didn’t know why the
boys would have lied, although she said one of them has a history of lying,
and one of the boys could have been worried about Weekley’s new grading
policy that would have resulted in four zeros for the student on Feb. 7. She
said several members of the jury apologized to Weekley for the ordeal as
they filed out of the courtroom.
“I am thrilled beyond belief to have it over with and over with in the right
way,” McCullough said. “It was a pretty good day.”
Ed Toman, Ritchie County superintendent, sent a statement in response to
a request for an interview.
“The Board of Education is aware of the recent acquittal of Mr. Weekley who
was previously employed by the Board,” the statement said. “The Board
doesn’t believe that it’s in anyone’s best interest to make any substantive
statement in response to the verdict, or make a statement about a former
employee. Instead the Board is focused on the continued expectations of
excellence from our current staff and students, and continuing to ensure
the safety and well-being of our children.”
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