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Alaska Native Cycles For
Youth Volunteerism

“Camped out in Wonderful West Union West Virginia last night 413 miles out of South Bend
as the bird of happiness flies...as the cycler bikes it’s more like 450 ! Great camping, along
the Rails to Trails route near the town..friendly, engaging people, the local Independent
newspaper, Porters Beehive coffee shop, the town is vintage 1880’s with historic buildings
everywhere one turns..it’s revitalizing itself on the backs of new folks with ideas, energy, and
enthusiasm ...the magic formula that makes the impossible possible. GO WEST UNION ! GO
WEST VIRGINIA ! Time to get back on the Route 50 heading East..”
West Union had a visitor on Wednesday near close of business. Robert C. “Beau” Bassett, a
volunteer coordinator with the Prudential Alaska Spirit of Community Youth Leadership
Program stopped by the Independent Office for a quick visit and a lesson in Volunteerism.
Bassett is cycling from South Bend, Indians to Owego, New York to promote and raise awareness
for young people to get engaged with their communities.
His trip always starts on 9/11 and is scheduled to finish in NY on October 25th.
We were glad to show him around town and help him find his way to the county park for an
overnight under the stars.

2015 Points of Light Ride - Cycling For Student Volunteerism and Leadership
For his 5th consecutive year, he has embarked on another along bike ride to raise awareness and
support for student volunteerism and leadership. He began on Friday, September 11, a national
day of service and remembrance and ride across Indiana, Ohio, and into Virginia where he will
visit Washington’s home at Mount Vernon and then bike north up through Pennsylvania to the
Village of Owego, New York, his final destination.
The entire ride is approximately 1,000 miles. He will carry his camping gear, tent, sleeping bag,
and cooking stove so that he can camp out as much as possible.
“Cycling these past years has been very worthwhile and invigorating. In early 2011 I biked from
Virginia Beach, VA to West Palm Beach Florida, in the Fall of 2012 I biked from Mount Vernon,
Washington to Santa Cruz, CA, the next Fall I biked from Santa Cruz, CA to Silver City, NM, and
then last Fall I biked from Silver City, NM to South Bend, IN. This fifth ride will put me over 5,000
miles and include biking some of both East and West coasts and across the USA.
I will concentrate on being safe, alert, aware, and slow and steady in my pace taking time and
opportunity to visit local schools and history centers along the way.
On October 25, 2015, (what would have been my Dad’s 100th Birthday), I will officially end
the 2015 Points of Light Ride in Owego at the Charles H. Bassett Youth Foundation, Inc. where
we will dedicate our new Bassett Ah-Wa-Ga Center entryway to the Foundation history and
heritage center and bury a 100 year Time capsule.”
We wish him the best of luck and a safe trip... He enjoyed his time in West Union and could have
enough words of praise about our small town. Oh, and he invited us all up to Alaska when we
are ready. He suggested we fly or drive...
Follow him on Facebook at: Friends of Alaska PYLI
Although clouds will outnumber
sunshine in quantity for Friday, it
will be a good night for high school
football. The Bulldogs are back on the
field this week in West Union hosting
Ritchie county. If your heading to the
game, dress for temperatures in the
upper 60s and not much wind at Cline
Stansberry Stadium. With easterly
flow (persistent winds from the east
in the lower half of the atmosphere)
this weekend, expect more clouds
than sunshine both Saturday and
Sunday. This will keep highs down
around 70 degrees due to the cooler
air mass coming from the Atlantic
Ocean. Saturday should be dry, but a
better chance for scattered showers
on Sunday as moisture in the air
increases. There will be a break in
the action so to speak on Monday.
The Atlantic moisture and weak low
pressure from the weekend will move
east, bringing us dry weather. But
a cold front approaches after that.
Some uncertainty remains for its
arrival mid-week. As of this writing
it will move through either Tuesday
or Wednesday. One of these days
should feature a few rain showers
and the other will be dry. Right now

The Challenge Program, Inc. Kicks Off at
Doddridge County High School

West Union, W.Va. -- Students at Doddridge
County High School were recently introduced
to The Challenge Program, Inc. during a kick-off
assembly at their school. The assembly theme was
a team project dramatization that demonstrated
positive and negative workplace behaviors to help
students succeed on-the-job.
During the assembly, students in the sophomore,
junior, and senior classes were introduced to
local career opportunities. Throughout the year,
they will be eligible to compete for financial
awards in five areas linked with academic and
workplace success: Attendance, Academic
Improvement, Academic Excellence, STEM
(science, technology, engineering, math) and
Community Service. MarkWest Energy Partners
and Antero Resources are the business partners
at the school for 2015/2016.
Pictured above: The Challenge Program, Inc.
business partners and award winners, who
were recognized for their work during the
previous academic year (2014/15). Kneeling are

Isaac Pringle, sophomore community service
and Haley Stephenson, junior attendance.
Standing from left are Rob McHale with cosponsor MarkWest Energy Partners; Kerri
Swiger, sophomore academic excellence; Ryan
Stackman, sophomore attendance; Nicole
Mossor, junior academic improvement; and
Kevin Ellis with co-sponsor Antero Resources.
Not pictured are Cheyenne Currey, junior STEM
award; Teresa Hart, junior community service;
Lauren Lunemann, junior academic excellence;
Jonathan Wesley Myer, sophomore STEM
Award; and Jamie Ross, sophomore academic
improvement.
The Challenge Program, Inc.’s mission is to build
sustainable Business/Education partnerships
while introducing students to careers in their
communities. This partnership contributes
to workforce and economic development by
motivating students to develop the solid work
habits required to succeed in school and in their
future careers.

Charleston council takes step
toward needle exchange
program

will spend the next few months reviewing
resumes and evaluating videos and recordings.

CHARLESTON, W.Va. (AP) — Charleston City
Council has taken a step toward establishing a
needle exchange program.
Multiple media outlets report that council
members approved an ordinance on Monday
decriminalizing possession of hypodermic
syringes and needles. The ordinance also
allows distribution of needles and syringes that
are part of a needle exchange program, so long
as such a program is approved or sponsored by
the city's police chief.
Dr. Michael Brumage with the KanawhaCharleston Health Department says the
ordinance opens a path to begin a needle
exchange program.
Such programs allow intravenous drug users to
exchange used needles for clean ones.
Last week, the Wheeling-Ohio County Board
of Health voted to establish a county-operated
needle exchange program. Cabell County
launched the state's first program earlier this
month.

W.Va. symphony conductor to
ease into retirement

it looks like showers Tuesday and
dry Wednesday, but timing may
change. High temperatures with at
least some sunshine each day will
be about average in the middle 70s.
High pressure, sinking air, more
sun than clouds, and comfortable
afternoons return for late week. The
forecast after 7 days does shows the
possibility of much colder, fall-like
air in early October. One computer
model has it arriving on the 7th, the
more ‘trustworthy’ model shows it
on the 4th. But forecast confidence
in either of these is low due to how

far out (in time) they are. As for the
even longer forecast...the rest of this
fall and this winter...El Nino is still
forecast to be strong. When this is
the case, we historically have milder
and drier winters in the Mountain
State. El Nino is just unusually warm
water in the Pacific Ocean near
the Equator. This can have major
impacts of where storm systems
form and where they move. And that
determines where warm air, cold air,
and precipitation in the form of rain
and snow go!
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CHARLESTON, W.Va. (AP) — The West Virginia
Symphony Orchestra says conductor Grant
Cooper has announced plans to retire.
Cooper made the announcement at Saturday's
season-opening concert. This is Cooper's 15th
year as conductor.
He won't be leaving right away. To ensure a
smooth transition, he is staying on as artistic
director and will conduct the entire season. He
will conduct all pops, education and touring
programs during the 2016-17 season, when six
guest conductors will be invited to lead the
symphony during the classical subscription
concerts.
After a new conductor is chosen, Cooper will
serve as artistic adviser and will conduct on a
limited basis, as needed.
Cindy McGhee, orchestra board member and
chair of the search committee, said the panel

Police ID man who drowned
at W.Va. Mothman Festival

POINT PLEASANT, W.Va. (AP) — Police have
identified a man who drowned in the Ohio
River at the annual Mothman Festival in Point
Pleasant.
Point Pleasant police say 59-year-old James
Grueser of Letart jumped into the Ohio River
from Riverfront Park around 11 a.m. Saturday.
His body was recovered about two hours later.
Police say Grueser's death was an accident.
The annual festival celebrates the legend of
Mothman, a mysterious creature with glowing
red eyes that witnesses described seeing in
1966 and 1967. It was the subject of the 2002
film "The Mothman Prophecies.”

6 charged in W.Va. with illegal
cigarette trafficking

MARTINSBURG, W.Va. (AP) — Six people have
been charged in West Virginia with illegal
cigarette trafficking.
U.S. Attorney William J. Ihlenfeld II announced
the indictments Monday.
The defendants are 30-year-old Mohamed
Abdo Elbarati of Winchester, Virginia; 28-yearold Farouk Mohamed Aldaylam of Queens
Village, New York; 37-year-old Amir Mohamed
Alsaidi of Baltimore; 37-year-old Fahd Hamood
Aljahaf of Bronx, New York; and 29-year-old
Galal Hameed Kassim and 25-year-old Muneer
Kaid Khaled, both of Brooklyn, New York.
All are charged with conspiracy. Elbarati,
Aldaylam and Alsaidi also are charged with
transportation of contraband cigarettes.
The indictment says Elbarati, owner of Smoke
Palace in Winchester, bought millions of
dollars worth of cigarettes from wholesalers
and resold them to out-of-state smugglers. The
cigarettes were processed and transported in
West Virginia.
Defense attorneys did not immediately respond
to messages.

